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ABSTRACT 
 
TINA HERWINA: “The Correlation Between the Students’ Ability in 
Understanding Simple Present Tense and Their Achievement in English 
Writing Sentence at the First Grade Students of SMK Teladan 
Kertasemaya” 
 The students’ ability in understanding tenses (grammar) at SMK Teladan 
Kertasemaya is less getting attention, especially in learning writing sentence by using 
simple present tense. Most of them make mistake while writing in the right form. The 
student’s writing skill at SMK Teladan Kertasemaya is low. The students are less 
interested, they get the difficulties to write down their ideas in writing, how to put the 
right punctuation, the use of tenses, article, and knowing the structure. The aim of the 
research is to analyze the correlation between the students ability in understanding 
simple present tense and their achievement in English writing sentence at the first 
grade students of SMK Teladan Kertasemaya. 
 This research is based on the According to Day with Krois Linder, Firth and 
Translegal’s theory which informs that in fact,written language is fundamentally 
different from spoken language in many ways: It includes skills such as spelling and 
punctuation which are not used in speech; It uses many grammar and vocabulary 
structures. 
 The population of the research is all of the first grade students of SMK 
Teladan Kertasemaya that amount are 297 students, and the sample are 75 students. 
The kind of the research is quantitative research. The instrument of collecting data 
used by the researcher is observation and test. The data which have been collected, 
analyzed by means of Product moment for a quantitative data.  
The result of the test is shows that the students’ ability in understanding 
simple present tense as X variable is 79, it is categorized as very good. And their 
achievement in English writing sentence as Y variable is 74, it is categorized as good. 
After analyzing data by using Product Moment formula, it can be known that the 
result of tobservation is 4,08. Based on the “t” value, the level of significant 5% is 2.00. It 
is supported by the absolute value of to > ttable Or 4.08 > 2.00. It is categorized as 
sufficient correlation between X and Y variable. 
 There is positive and significant correlation between students’ ability in 
understanding simple present tense and their achievement in English writing sentence 
at the first grade students of SMK Teladan Kertasemaya. English teacher should 
always provide a conducive learning situation. Students need to learn about grammar 
gradually. One of them is about the tenses (simple present tense). By mastering 
grammar can help students in understanding how to write a sentence with 
grammatically correct and appropriate. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. The Background of the Problem 
 
       According to Hornby in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995: 
662) “Language is the system of sounds and words used by humans to express 
their thoughts and feelings”. There are many languages in the world. Every 
country has its own national language. English is on of international language. 
Although there are many languages which are used as international language 
for communication but English is well understood by many people in the 
world as a global language. The general objective of the teaching english in 
indonesia based on the competence based curriculum 2004 is to develop 
students’ communicative competence of the four language skills or aspects of 
teaching and learning : listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Depdiknas 
2005 : 171).  
       According to Tarigan (2008:1) states that keterampilan berbahasa 
mempunyai 4 komponen, yaitu: keterampilan menyimak (listening skills); 
keterampilan berbicara (speaking skills); keterampilan membaca (reading 
skills); dan keterampilan menulis (writing skills). “There are 4 components of  
language skills, such as: listening; speaking; reading and writing skills. 
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       Based on the definition above, it is absolutely known that in learning 
language there are four major skills that the learners have to improve : 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Writing is on of the language skills 
component that is important to be mastered.  
       According to Day with Krois Linder, Firth and Translegal (2008:8) 
explains that: 
In fact,written language is fundamentally different from spoken language 
in many ways: 
o It includes skills such as spelling and punctuation which are not used 
in speech; 
o It uses many grammar and vocabulary structures; 
        
       To be able to write the correct word and sentence, the learners, of course 
should know the way of writing the word itself and the rules of a language 
(grammar). According to Hornby (1995:517) in Oxford Advanced Learners’ 
Dictionary defines that grammar is the rules in a language for changing the 
form of words and combaining them into sentences. Brown (2001:362) 
mentioned that grammar is the system of rules governing the conventional 
arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence. Grammar is the mental 
system in human brain that enables human being to produce and interpret the 
words and sentences of their language. Based on the explanation above, it is 
clearly known that grammar is the basic rules in a language to arrange the 
words into writing or for making sentences or writing grammatically correct 
and appropriate. 
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       Based on the observation, the researcher have observed in SMK Teladan 
Kertasemaya October 1st - December 31th 2012 to students of the first grade. 
Ratu Mutiara Sari S,pd.I as the English teacher said that, “the problem was in 
first grade in learning English is when they are writing, they are less 
interested, lack of vocabularies and get the difficulties to write down their 
ideas in writing. Most of them make mistakes while writing in the right form”. 
(Interview was taken form 24th November 2012). The mistakes of writing in 
the right form are about the writing of the grammatically sentence by using 
tenses, how to put the right punctuation, using article, and arrangement of 
phrases. Based on the definition above, it is clearly known that grammar is 
one of the important elements as the foundation in learning English.  
       According to Day with Krois Linder, Firth and Translegal (2008:8) 
explains that writing is one of the best way of learning and practising 
language. It provides the opportunity for individual creative production 
without the time pressure associated with speaking. Jill hadfield and Charles 
Hadfield (2008:117) states that another difficulty we have when writing is 
how to organize and sequence our ideas.            
       According to Tarigan (1994:4) states that: 
“Writing is one of the language skills that are used to communicate 
indirectly, not face to face with others. writing is an activity that is 
productive and expressive. The activities of this writing, the writer must 
skillfully utilize tenses, language structure, and vocabulary. writing skills 
will not come automatically, but must go through training and practice are 
numerous and regular. in modern life, it is clear that writing skills are 
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needed. would not be too much to say that writing skills are a hallmark of 
an educated person or a nation of educated.” 
 
       Based on the definition above, it is clearly known that writing skills are 
needed as on of the language skills to communicate with others indirectly 
different from speaking. In writing activity the writer must skillfully utilize 
tenses, in order to make sentence or write something in good grammar, correct 
and appropriate.  
       According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2000: 445) “Tense 
is verb form that shows the time of the action or state: the present/past/future.” 
And according to  Dwi W. Elan. (2005:5) about Simple Present Tense “This 
pattern is used to express the activity or event that is done routinely or 
periodically. Also to describe things that are unusual or custom, state of nature 
or natural things.”   
       Based on the definition above, it is clearly known that talking about 
grammar, simple present tense is on of the rules of language in learning 
English. In simple present tense there are verbal and nominal sentence, time 
signal, using -s/-es, changed of form simple present tense into affirmative, 
negative and interogative sentence. The students have to know how to put a 
sentence together by using tenses acccurately. By understanding simple 
present tense, the researcher tries to improve students’ achievement in English 
writing sentence. For that reasons, the write is interested in analyzing, “The 
Correlation Between the Students’ Ability in Understanding Simple Present 
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Tense and Their Achievement in English Writing Sentence at the First Grade 
Students of SMK Teladan Kertasemaya .” 
 
B. The Identification of the Problem 
       The identification of the problems is needed to give clarification about the 
problems that will be investigated. The students get trouble in writing. They 
want to be able to write English sentence well, with the students ability in 
understanding simple present tense which can be done easily by students.  
       The identification of the problem in this thesis is classified into the 
following sections: 
1. The Field of the Research 
       The field of the research of this thesis is writing, especially focus on 
sentence by using simple present tense. 
2. The Kinds of the Problem 
       The kinds of the problem of this thesis are the students can not 
differentiate between verbal and nominal sentence, and then they make 
an effort to understand the changes of sentence (positive, negative and 
interogative sentence) by using simple present tense. 
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3. The Main Problem of the Research 
       The main problem of the research in this thesis is about the 
students’ difficulties in learning the forms of simple present tense 
especially in English writing sentence and making effort to solve their 
difficulties. 
C. The Limitation of the Problem  
       In conducting this research, the writer has limited the problem. A clear 
limitation is very important in any scientific observation as the line of the 
analysis. In this case, the writer will limit the problem which has correlation 
with the title of the thesis namely “The Correlation between the Students 
Ability in Understanding Simple Present Tense and Their Achievement in 
English Writing Sentence at the First Grade of the Students of SMK Teladan 
Kertasemaya.” In writing this thesis, the writer just want to limit on the 
students’ achievement in English writing sentence that is limited in test, and 
the effort to improve their achievement in English writing sentence is made by 
learning and understanding simple present tense that are supposed to be the 
teaching strategy because many students have difficulties in learning simple 
present tense (grammar), especially in writing sentence. 
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D. The Questions of the Research 
Based on the reason above, the writer formulates the questions of the research 
into three questions namely: 
1. Do the students have good ability in understanding simple present tense? 
2. Do the students have good achievement in English writing sentence? 
3. Is there any positive and significant correlation between the students’ 
ability in understanding simple present tense and their achievement in 
English writing sentence? 
 
E. The Aims of the Research 
       The aims of the reearch in writing this thesis are as follows: 
1. To find out the data about student’s ability in understanding simple 
present tense. 
2. To find out the data about the student’s achievement in English writing 
sentence. 
3. To find out the correlation between the student’s understanding simple 
present tense and their achievement in English writing sentence. 
 
F. The Usefullness of the Research  
       The use of the research is hoped that the students are able to use the 
forms of the sentence by using simple present tense. In other hand, the 
8 
 
 
research product hoped to be able to increase the developing of language 
learning, especially in increasing the students’ achievement in learning 
English writing sentence grammatically.  
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